What Would Joseph Do?
One of the first pre-Christmas stories is recounted in Matthew 1:18-25.  It’s about Joseph, the man engaged to Mary, who was visited by an angel in a dream while he was sleeping. The angel explains Mary’s pregnancy and instructs him to continue on with the plan to take Mary as his wife. Joseph then fully follows what the angel told him to do.
Imagine Joseph’s disappointment, disillusionment, discouragement, & doubt upon learning Mary was pregnant up until the angel’s visit to him. Prior to that his life was one of joy, hope, and anticipation as he approached the wonderful event of his marriage. 

For many the pre- Christmas season is like what Joseph experienced in his first pre-Christmas season, i.e. disappointment, disillusionment, discouragement, & doubt.  If this is what Christmas time is like for you let’s look at Joseph’ life & God’s MO/track record to counter disappointment, disillusionment & doubt in your life. 

· DON’T BE YOUR OWN COUNSEL

…so he made plans…V 19 TEV


There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.     Proverbs 14:12 ESV

· TRUST GOD TO SEND YOU INSIGHT & DIRECTION

While he was trying to figure a way out, he had a dream. God's angel spoke in the dream: 










    Matthew 1:20 MSG

Your word is a lamp to my feet. And a light to my path.     Psalm 119:105 NKJV 

· RESPOND IN FAITH & OBEDIENCE
When Joseph woke up, he did what the Lord's angel had told him to do.     V 24 NCV

· LIFE AFTERWARD WILL BE WORTH IT!
…for he will save his people from their sins.     V 21 TLB


Despite what life looks like now, God is at work for good if you listen to Him, trust Him, & follow Him in faith & obedience. Your story is not yet over! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions for Deeper Reflection:

· What have I learned from this message about the character and nature of God?

· How do the Scripture passages referred to in this message encourage, speak to, or challenge me?
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