Tis The Season For Christ Or Consumerism?
In Matthew 2:1-12 the story of the magi’s [aka wise men] journey to encounter Jesus is told. The magi did not come to Jesus to get gifts, but to give gifts. 

In the interim, Christmas has become increasingly about consumerism, not only in culture, but also in the church. A common expression of this sentiment is, “The church is not meeting my needs.” How inverted it’s all become since the advent of Christmas!
Let’s re-resolve this Christmas to make the reason for the season about Christ and not consumerism. Let us be as wise as the magi by responding to the reason for the season by also giving 3 gifts from ourselves to Jesus.
 Reason #1- His Guidance On Our Journey Of Life
…and once again the star they saw when it rose led them…
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Gift #1- Give your time to find, know & walk in faith with Jesus like the magi did
The magi’s journey shows that investing time in faith is the best route thru life
· Reason #2- His Giving To Us A Life Worth Living

Overcome, they kneeled and worshiped him. 




  

   






V11a MSG
Gift #2- Give your talents in service as worship of the life He’s given to you
We worship with our bodies what makes our life full/complete/worth living. Ultimately all worldly things we worship end. Only Jesus satisfies & does so eternally!  Use the gifts/talents of your body to worship Him.
· Reason #3- His Promise Of A New Destiny & Not A Fate
The star that they had seen in the east went before them until it stopped above the place where the child was.  V 9 NCV
…Then opening their treasure bags, they presented to Him gifts — gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
       V11b AMP
Gift #3- Give your treasure to express you understand the destiny He purchased
The magi’s gifts funded Jesus’ family’s flight to Egypt to save His life. Your giving funds the church’s mission to help save & give a new destiny to others!
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions for Deeper Reflection:

· What have I learned from this message about the character and nature of God?

· How do the Scripture passages referred to in this message encourage, speak to, or challenge me?

