If You Want This, It Takes This!
In Acts 2:42-47 God reveals what life was like within His church as it got started.  The hallmarks of this life revolved around teaching, fellowship, communion / meals, and praying. The original Christ Followers did this with 
devotion. This devotion to joining together in community led to authentic relationships.

“Everyone needs friendships. We are created as social beings, not meant to live our lives alone. Some psychologists (and theologians) have claimed that loneliness is the greatest problem of our time, contributing to most of our social ills.”

            Dr. Winseman of Gallup Research & a 15 year UMC pastor
· IT TAKES EFFORT
They devoted themselves… V 42a NIV
· IT TAKES BREADTH & DEPTH
…to the apostles’ teaching & to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread & to prayer.  V42b NIV

· IT TAKES TIME

All the Lord's followers often met together… V 46a CEV

· IT TAKES CONCERN FOR OTHERS
And all who believed were united & [together] they had everything in common; And they sold their possessions & distributed the price among all, according as any had need. V 44-45 AMP

· IT TAKES YOUR HEART
… together with glad and sincere hearts. V 46 NIV
· IT TAKES OTHERS IN
And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. V47 NKJV

“Joining together in community to build authentic relationships”
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