~~~Fearing God~~~
 From Psalm 34:7-11 & the sermon by John W. Gates II
· Fear Of God Is Necessary
From the beginning to the end of the Bible we’re told to fear the Lord

We can never fully appreciate the love of God until we’ve learned to fear him
· What It Means To Fear God

 1st it means to be in complete & total awe of God

 2nd it’s to have deep reverence for God

- The ancient Jewish tradition honored God so highly they wouldn’t even speak 
  God’s name aloud

 3rd it’s the fear of dishonoring, displeasing, or disappointing 

your Father in heaven

- When you fear God you want to please God

· The Sweeter Side  Of Fear

 Holy fear is a loving anxiety to please the one who loves you more than 

 anyone else can ever love you

 To fear God is to stand in awe of God; to be afraid of God is to run away 

 Moving from the fright of God to the fear of God allows us to begin to 

 understand the love of God & feel a humble gratitude towards God

· How Do We Learn The Fear Of The Lord?
- The fear of God comes from God: He will put His fear into our hearts
- Reflect upon the character of God through reading the Scriptures

- Study the lives of believers; learn from those who’ve learned to fear God

- Practice worship that recognizes the transcendence / otherness of God

- Parents, teach your children to fear of the Lord

Our Joy in God will be proportionate to our fear of God
_____________________________________________________________________________

Questions for Deeper Reflection:

· What have I learned from this message about the character and nature of God?

· How do the Scripture passages referred to in this message encourage, speak to, or challenge me?

